Psychology studies with ethical issues
	Craik & Tulving (1975)

Craik & Tulving tested levels of processing ideas by using incidental learning – participants were given some words to examine but were not told they would be tested on their memory on them.


	Haney, Banks and Zimbardo (1973)

In this prison simulation experiment, the participants signed a formal statement agreeing to a temporary loss of some civil rights such as the invasion of privacy. However, the prison simulation procedures were more stressful than the volunteer students playing the prisoner role expected; a surprise arrest by city police outside their homes and a humiliating prison induction procedure were followed by brutal treatment from the students playing the role of the guards. The simulation had to be stopped after just six days instead of the two weeks it was meant to run because of the extreme reactions shown by the participants, for example, crying, rage, depression, and even the development of a psychosomatic rash.


	Case studies

In many case studies, especially involving data gained as part of a client-patient relationship, pseudonyms are used to maintain anonymity, for example, Genie, H.M., Anna O etc.


	Milgram (1963)

In Milgram’s study of obedience, subjects were falsely led to believe that they were giving real electric shocks to another participant (In fact a confederate of the experimenter) in an experiment on learning. If they indicated they wanted to stop giving the shocks, they were told by an experimenter (the authority figure in the study) “You have no other choice, you must go on” to see if they would continue to obey. Milgram reported that “In a large number of cases the degree of tension reached extremes that are rarely seen in sociopsychological laboratory studies. Subjects were observed to sweat, tremble, stutter, bite their lips, groan and dig their fingers into their flesh… Full-blown, uncontrollable seizures were observed for three subjects.” Milgram was surprised at both the degree of obedience and the reactions his participants showed, since nobody he asked before the experiment estimated they would be so influenced by the authority figure. After the experiment subjects were told what the experiment was really about and were reassured that the learner was unharmed and had not received any shocks.


	Drug-testing studies
These studies often involve the use of placebo control groups. Patients may be given either the real drug or pills that have no effect (placebos), but are not told which they have to be given so their expectations do not influence the effects of the drugs.


	Rosenhan (1973)

In the study “On being in insane places” eight “normal” people gained admission to psychiatric hospitals merely by pretending to hear voices and faking their name and occupation to test the ability of mental health professionals to diagnose mental illness.


Questions
1. Using the studies above, find examples of the ethics of consent, deception, debriefing, right to withdraw from testing, confidentiality and protection of participants.

2. What ethical considerations were followed/not followed in your study?

3. Give a score from 1 (very unethical) to 10 (very ethical) on how ethical you think your study was. 
