How to write your IB Psychology IA introduction
1. Outline the nature of your topic.
“Our assumptions and expectations may give us a mental predisposition that greatly influences what we perceive…”

“There has been much evidence to support the theory that memory is malleable…”

“When learning occurs, it can occur through many different processes…”

2. Include a definition, if meaningful.

3. State the aim of your study.

“This study aims to investigate the effect of perceptual set on the interpretation of an ambiguous picture in a group of international school students in Bangkok.”

“The aim of this study is to test whether presupposition words in questions have the same effect on memory in students in a multi-lingual school in Bangkok, Thailand.”

4. Explain the underlying theory of your topic (it can be short).

“A perceptual set is a predisposition to perceive something in relation to prior perceptual experiences…”
“The theory of levels of processing, proposed by Craik and Lockhart (1972), is a…”
5. Review minimum three background studies relevant to your theory and topic (aim, procedure, findings, conclusion)
6. Link the studies to the theory and to each other.
“Hyde and Jenkins conducted a similar experiment.”
“Eysenck further experimented with this theory and further argued that long term memory is affected by the distinctiveness of processing.”
7. For each theory and study, explain why they are relevant to your hypothesis/experiment.
“This is most relevant to my study, as I will generally be replicating this study, but with only two conditions.”

“Thus the work of Hyde and Jenkins (1973) also relates to my experiment because it shows even though different words and orientation tasks were used the deeper processing still produced more accurate recall. This is important because I will be using a different word list to Craik and Lockhart” (1972)
“Thus his findings show the importance of distinctiveness. This is relevant to my hypothesis as it means that the word lists need to be alternated.”
5. State and operationalize the experimental and null hypotheses appropriately. The predictions made in the experimental hypothesis must be justified by the background studies and/or theories.
“Research hypothesis: The average number of words recognized will be greater for those processed semantically than that of those processed phonetically or visually.
Null hypothesis: Differences in the averages of recognized words are statistically insignificant between those processed semantically and those processed phonetically or visually.”

“Research hypothesis: There will be a significantly higher recall of the implied object (bat) in the picture of everyday objects in the experimental group presented with a leading question (Did you see the bat?) than the control group; presented with an open question (Did you see a bat?)

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant difference in recall of the implied object (bat) in the picture of everyday objects in the experimental group presented with a leading question (Did you see the bat?) and the control group; presented with an open question (Did you see a bat?).”
