IB Psychology, Standard Level
Course guide

Mr. Daniel Hansson

E-mail: danielh@rism.ac.th
E-mail for assignments: mrdanielhomework@gmail.com

Website: mrhansson.weebly.com

Course rules

1. Be respectful to others in the class at all times.

2. Social networking or messaging is not allowed during class time.

3. You are not allowed to talk during independent work.
4. If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be marked as absent.

5. Hand in homework or assignments on the lesson they are due. Electronic copies are only accepted if the teacher allows it beforehand.
6. Late work will be marked one letter grade lower.
7. In case of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed in class and the homework assignment for the week.
8. If you miss a lesson with a test, you are expected to do the test the following lesson.
9. Written work must be in your own words or correctly cited where necessary. Plagiarism is not allowed.
10. Violation of any of the rules may result in lunch detention.
Course Assessment

70 % percent of the grade will come from assessment during the semester (e.g. essays, tests, projects, debates, homework assignments, presentations). The other 30 % will come from the exams at the end of each semester. There will be a 60 % weighting for major assignments (e.g. tests, long essays) and 40 % for minor assignments (e.g. quizzes, presentations)
Course outline

Unifying themes: Memory and emotion
Content




Number of hours (approx)
Introduction

 Introduction to the course







2

 Introduction to research







3

 Ethics in research








2

 Introduction to writing academic essays





2
Cognitive level of analysis

 Principles and research methods. 






2
Cognitive processes
 Schema theory








2

 Models and theories of memory






2

 How biological factors affect memory 





2

 How social or cultural factors affect memory
 



2

 To what extent is memory reliable?
 




2

 Technologies for investigating memory. 





2

Cognition and emotion

 How biological and cognitive factors interact in emotion 



2
 How emotion may affect memory






2

Biological level of analysis

 Principles and research methods






2
Genetics and behaviour
 Evolutionary theory and genetics






2

 Ethical considerations in research into genetic influences on behaviour 

2

 Evolutionary explanations of emotion





2

 How genetic inheritance influences behaviour




2
Physiology and behaviour

 Localization of function in the brain. 





2

 Effects of neurotransmission on love, memory and depression


2

 Functions of hormones in memory, aggression and love. 



2

 Influence of environment on jet lag and reproductive mechanisms. 

2

 Interaction between cognition and physiology in amnesia and emotion

2

 Brain imaging technologies 






2

Sociocultural level of analysis

 Principles and research methods 






2

Sociocultural cognition

 The role of situational and dispositional factors in explaining behaviour 

2

 Fundamental attribution error and illusory correlation 



2

 Social identity theory 







2

 Formation of stereotypes and their effect on behaviour



2

Social norms

 Social learning theory 







2

 Compliance techniques 







2

 Conformity









4

Cultural norms

 Important cultural definitions






2

 Cultural dimensions on behaviour 






2

Abnormal psychology

 Overview









1
Concepts and diagnosis

 Concepts of normality and abnormality 





2

 Validity and reliability of diagnosis 





2

 Cultural and ethical considerations in diagnosis 




2

 Etiology









1

Psychological disorders

 Mood disorders: depression 






2
 Anxiety disorders: anorexia






2

 Cultural and gender variations in prevalence of disorders 



2

Treatment

 Biomedical, individual and group approaches to treatment


7

 The use of eclectic approaches to treatment 




2

Internal assessment 







30
 Introduction to internal assessment

 Choosing topic

 Aim and design

 Completing introduction and method on the ______

 Carrying out study

 Complete first draft on the ______

 Complete final draft on the ______

Extra time for revision, internal assessment etcetera


26
Total:










150
