Discuss factors influencing conformity
Define conformity: A type of social influence where people alter their behavior, attitudes and beliefs to perceived group and cultural norms.

Factor 1 - Minority influence: A type of conformity when the majority of a group is influenced by the beliefs or behavior of a minority.

· The majority is influenced through conversion. The difference between the majority and minority group lead to a cognitive conflict. This may force the majority to reassess their beliefs.

· The most important influencing factor of minority influence is consistency; that the minority group does not change their opinion over time

Supporting research

Moscovici (1969): A group of six people looked at a number of blue colored discs. Two of the group members were confederates and repeatedly insisted that the blue colored discs were green. Compared to the control group, the majority were more likely to agree with the minority.
Evaluation

+Research is well controlled, has been replicated (e.g. Moscovici 1980)
-Has generalisability and ecological validity issues

-Consistency is not the only influencing factor of minority influence. Other factors are important, such as flexibility.
Factor 2: Culture: The cultural dimension of individualism-collectivism is related to levels of conformity in different cultures. Collectivist cultures are more conforming than individualist cultures.
Supporting research

Berry (1966, 1967): Conducted emic case studies that demonstrated that Eskimos, who live in an individualistic hunting society, show more non-conformist behavior than members of the Temmi tribe in Africa. The Temmi’s agricultural society is highly dependent upon cooperation, and conformity.

Bond & Smith (1996): In a review of 133 conformity studies across the world, Bond & Smith discovered a tendency that collectivistic cultures had higher rates of conformity. Conformity studies in the U.S. show a decline in conformity rates over time.

Evaluation

+Research has good generalisability. Bond & Smith reviews well controlled research. Berry’s research has strong credibility

-The experimental studies reviewed in Bond & Smith may have problems with ecological validity, America was overrepresented in the study
-Berry’s research may have problem with researcher bias and generalisability
-The studies only show a correlation but not a causal relationship. The relationship is weak

Conclusion: Cultural values of individualism and minority influence seem to influence conformity in groups.
